Assessment of plate use for mandibular reconstruction: has changing technology made a difference?
Reconstruction of mandibular defects with a variety of alloplastic materials during a 22-year period was reviewed. Outcomes were examined to determine whether specific plating technology affected the incidence of plate-related complications including plate exposure, plate fracture, and plate removal. Repair with the miniplate, reconstruction plate, titanium hollow screw reconstruction plate, and locking reconstruction plate was evaluated. Although the incidence of plate fractures has decreased, there was no significant change in the rate of plate exposure. Recurrent disease was noted to be a significant contributing factor in the development of plate-related complications.